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SUBJECT: ANGOLA'S JUNTA 

1. JUNTA PRESIDENT ADMIRAL ROSA COUTINHO HAS SWORN IN MEMBERS OF 
ANGOLA' S NEW GOVERNING JUNTA. THEY ARE: ARMY BRIGADIER ALTINO 
AMADEU PINTO DE MAGALHAES, PREVIOUSLY MILITARY COMMANDER AND CIVIL 
GOVERNOR OE UIGE; AIR FORCE COLONEL ANTONIO DA SILVA CARDOSO; 

NAVY CAPTAIN LEONEL ALEXANDRE GOMES CARDOSO; AND ARMY MAJOR 
JOSE EMILIO DA SILVA. ACCORDING TO PRESS THEY EACH REPRESENT 
THEIR RESPECTIVE BRANCH OF SERVICE, WITH MAJOR SILVA REPRESENTING 
MEA AS SEPARATE INSTITUTION. AT CEREMONEY JULY 29, COUTINHO 
INDICATED HE IS ASSUMING ROLE OF COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF ANGOLA AS 
WELL AS THAT OF SUPREME CIVIL GOVERNOR. 

2. COMMENT; MAGALHAES AND SILVA CARDOSO ARE WELL AND VERY FAVORABLY 
KNOWN TO US. MAGALHAES IS SENSITIVE, INTELLIGENT, LIBERAL MAN 

WHO WAS NOT KNOWN TO BE AT ALL POLITICALLY ACTIVE DURING HIS 
LAST JOB IN UIGE. HE WAS WIDELY TOUTED EOR GOVGEN POSITION BEEORE 
JOB WAS GIVEN TO SILVERIO MARQUES. HE IS POSSIBLY THE MOST POPULAR 
GENERAL OFFICER IN ANGOLA. HE SERVED AS PORTUGUESE MILITARY ATTACHE 
IN BRAZIL BEFORE GOING TO UIGE. SILVA CARDOSO WAS PAF CHIEF OF 
STAFF IN ANGOLA PRIOR TO ENTERING GENERAL OFEICER'S COURSE IN 
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LISBON (INTERRUPTED BY APRIL 25 WHEN HE JOINED MEA). "TONY" 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

CARDOSO IS MARRIED TO AMCIT (LUSO- AMERICAN FROM NEW lERSEY), SEEMS 
WELL DISPOSED TO AMERICANS, (I CONSIDER HIM A PERSONAL FRIEND - 
SEE LUANDA 593.) GOMES CARDOSO RECENTLY TOOK OVER AS NO. 2 IN 
NAVAL COMMAND HERE. MOST PERSONABLE GENTLEMAN, BUT OTHERWISE NOT 
WELL KNOWN TO US. DA SILVA COMPLETELY UNKNOWN. 

3. NOT CERTAIN WHAT CINC FRANCO PINHEIRO'S NEW POSITION OR TITLE 

WILL BE, BUT BELIEVE HE WILL STAY ON AS DE FACTO CINC. ALSO 

UNCLEAR IS WHETHER CIVILIAN CABINET WILL BE RETAINED OR RESTRUCTURED. 

MOST OF SILVERIO MARQUES' CABINET SAY THEY ASSUME THEY WILL BE 
DISMISSED. 

BRIGGS 
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